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Autism as a
Global Human Rights 

Violation Issue

“There needs to be a global recognition of the fact that autism is a pandemic problem and it 
doesn’t seem to be any particular ethnicity, economic condition, racial background or country of 
origin that has a higher or lesser degree of autism.  It is as much of an equal opportunity condition 
as the world has ever seen,” observed Lee Grossman, President and CEO of the Autism Society of America.

Drownings typically 
happen after a child 
with autism has 
wandered. In the past 
four years alone, at 
least 14 children with 
autism under age 12 
have died as a result 
of wandering. 



‘Never, he has never been 
out of the crib in 11 years.’  
The lights were off and it 
was dark in the room in 
the middle of the day. The 
smell of urine and feces was 
overpowering … There was 
no stimulus of any kind: 
no music, conversation, 
television or radio, only 
darkness and silence.”

The MDRI report includes the following statements related to the rights that 
should be afforded to these individuals: 
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“All people are valuable, deserving of respect, 
and can participate in society and a family with 
appropriate supports.”  
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